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them in words. This sort of book was the latest
development in Vedic literature just before and after
the rise of Buddhism. The word was adopted by
the Buddhists to mean a discourse, a chapter, a small
portion of a sacred book in which for the most part
some one point is raised, and more or less disposed
of. But the Sutta/^r excellence, is that short state-
ment of all the rules of the Order, which is also
called the Patimokkha, and is recited on every Upo-
satha day. On that day, the day of the full moon,
the members of the Order resident in any one
district are to meet together and hear this statement
of the rules read.

The 227 rules are divided into eight sections,
according to the gravity of the matter dealt with,
and at the end of each section the reciter asks the
assembly, whether it is blameless in respect thereof,
and receives the assurance that it is. If any member
has offended, he has then and there to confess, and
receive absolution, or withdraw. The completion
of the recitation is therefore evidence that all who
have taken part in it are pure in respect of the speci-
fied offences. And this is the origin of that second
name, the Patimokkha, which means the Acquittal,
or Deliverance, or Discharge. A complete transla-
tion, with notes, of this statement of the Rules of
the Order will be found in Vinaya Texts, the joint